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FROM REFUGEE TO ENTREPRENEUR 

PWI’s Robi Lorik Marks 57 years of the American Dream 

Wichita KS: When PWI President and CEO Robi Lorik reflects on the past 57 years of 
providing quality aviation products and engineering service to the Wichita community and 
beyond, a few thoughts come to mind. Mainly that building a multi-million-dollar business 
was not initially part of the family plan.  

“Dad escaped Hungary during the Revolution. His dream was to become a hog farmer. I was 
going to be a wildlife Biologist and get my Ph.D.,” says Robi. Robi’s father Miklos (Miki) Lorik 
and his wife-then girlfriend and her family, were forced to flee Soviet-controlled Hungary to 
start a new life in America.  

“My father is the perfect example of fulfilling the American dream as an immigrant”. After 
receiving help from a refugee program to move to Wichita, Miki then founded PWI Inc., a 
family-run operation, in the basement of his own home on April 1, 1963. Miki and his growing 
family started small; providing coil winding for aircraft instruments. Over the years, the 
company expanded to a more diverse range of aircraft lighting products, engineering and 
manufacturing to all types of electrical assemblies, electronics contract manufacturing, 
magnetometers and customized LED lighting solutions. Robi says after 57 years of living and 
working in America, one thing has never changed for his father Miki, “He has never forsaken 
his culture and heritage”. The Lorik family has always taken pride in honoring their 
Hungarian roots. 

More than five decades after PWI first started in a basement with some aviation coil 
windings and a modified sewing machine, Robi now employs more than 40 people-some of 
whom have been with the company more than 20 years. Today, PWI supplies dozens of 
products and services to a variety of industries.  
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“As I look at what we’ve done and where we’ve come from-it’s been amazing” says Robi. 
Robi credits the employees of PWI with helping make the business a success. “I personally 
want to thank all the employees from day one when we opened, until the present. We could 
never have made it 57 years without each and over one of them.” 

When considering the current world situation with COVID-19, Robi remains positive for the 
future of PWI. 

“We will survive this. We survived 9-11, the bankruptcy of Beechcraft and the recession. We 
have the brainpower and the infrastructure. We can do anything we set our mind to, it’s all 
representative of the people of PWI.” 

### 

For more information, please feel free to contact Director of Marketing Crystal Walter, at 
crystal@pwi-e.com or call 316-250-4117. You can also visit our website at www.pwi-e.com  
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